
 
 

2009 Sustainability Report  
Recycling 

 

 In June of 2009 the Missouri Waste Control Coalition awarded the Saint Louis 

Zoo the Outstanding Achievement Award for Environmental Stewardship 

Category for their efforts toward improved waste management practices an d 

wise use of natural resources.  

 

 
 

 

The Zoo participates in various diversion and recycling programs.  
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 Recyclables currently accommodated include: mixed paper, plastics (#õs 

1,2,3), scrap metal, aluminum, steel, tin, telephone books, cardboard, printer 

cartridges, electronics (to include TVõs, monitors, computers, cell phones 

printers, and assorted appliances), batteries, oil  products, green waste, 

browse, both on property and from th e Saint Louis Botanical Gardens, 

promotional material from the Zoo and f rom the Saint Louis Art Museum, 

pallets, old uniforms, food grease and the reuse of construction and demolition 

materials.  

 

 The grounds department recycled:  

 

1. 17.5 tons of mixed paper, saving 301.5 trees, 50 .61 cubic yards of 

landfill and the associated co st of hauling, 9,845  pounds of air pollution 

and 8,002.5 gallons of oil.  

 

                                
 

2. 72.57 tons of cardboard, saving 28302.3 KWH of energy, 653 cubic yards 

of landfill and the as sociated cost of hauling, 1,234 trees and 43,023  

pounds of air pollution.  

 

          
 

          

 

3. 5,639 pounds of plastics (#õs 1,2,3). The 2007 USA PET recycling capture 

rate was 23.5%. In 2009, the Saint Louis Zoo capture rate was 58.40% 
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4. 1480 pounds of aluminum cans collecte d in 2009. 

 

   
 

 The Zoo recycles nearly all the animal waste and bedding and green waste to 

Saint Louis Composting throughout the year thus saving multiple tons of waste 

going to the landfill and the finished product is reused.  

 

                
 

 

 The Saint Louis zoo recycled 35,660 pounds of scrap metal keeping it out of the 

land fill  and saving the cost of hauling it away.  We also recycled 8,816 pounds 

of precious metals recouping $1608 for the Zoo.  
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 With the help of the Zooõs animal division, a lig ht bulb recycling project  was 

instituted at the Zoo. A ll departments collect their bulbs and on specific days 

during the year they are collected and recycled with P roject Incorporated, a 

local not -for -profit organization helping the community in Saint Loui s. 

 

                          
 

 

 The IS Department recycled tons of computers, monitors, printers and copiers 

and assorted other electronics in the 2009  year. These go to Web Innovations 

Technology Services here in Saint Louis and or broken down and recycled.  
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 The Zoo recently changed many of their gasoline powere d vehicles to electric 

vehicles. The benefits include the conservation of fossil fuels, reduction of 

harmful substances released into the atm osphere and cost savings overall.  

 

                                                       
 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Zoo recycled 385 gallons of used motor vehicle oil .  

 


